Independent Study Guidelines
The independent study aims to provide a flexible environment to conduct high quality and self-paced research.  Furthermore, it facilitates the student to do a significant piece of research work in an area of personal interest and to expand his or her understanding of the subject. 

The main responsibility of the student is to carry out independent study with the advisor and complete satisfactorily as guided by the advisor using the following guidelines:

Independent Study – 1

The independent study -1 should follow the following guidelines:

Abstract:

· Short, concise summary of paper (200-250 words)

· No references

Introduction:

· Introduce the generalized topic

· Importance and significance of the research area

· Background information

· Highlight conflicting ideas

· Introduce problem

· Suggest a broader solution

· Introduce the remainder structure of the paper

Background Study:

· Overview and description of the topic

· Introduce concepts of the topic

· Provide a rationale and focus for the study

Literature Review (Highly Emphasized):

· Gather knowledge and ideas that have been published on a topic

· Identify strengths and weaknesses

· Summarize the previous work of what is and what is not known

· Identify the research gaps 
Critical Evaluation (Highly Emphasized):
· Critically analyzed the literature

· Compare and contrast previous 
Conclusion:

· Do not introduce new ideas or concepts
· Consolidate the proposed Ideas

· Highlight the significance of the proposed work

· Provide overall conclusions
· Suggest future work and enhancements to the current study

Reference:
· Must follow proper referencing style (IEEE for short report and APA for long report)

· Try to maintain at least 15 references 

· References should not be older than 8 years
Independent Study – 2

The independent study -2 should follow the following guidelines:

Independent Study-1:

· Must have done Independent study-1 or follow complete steps of IS-1
· Propose a conceptual model if not done in IS-1

Conceptual Model:

· Identify and summarize the limitations of the previous work

· Based on the limitations propose an appropriate model/framework

· Provide justification of the proposed model
· Elaborate the components of the model
Validation and Evaluation (Highly Emphasized):

· Must use simulations/implementation to validate the proposed model

· Compare with previous techniques or models

· Interpretation of results

· Discussion of results obtained
