MS / Ph.D

Thesis / Independent Study Rules

1. The maximum time limit to complete the MS degree is 3 years.

2. Faculty can advise upto a maximum of 3 IS per semester.  The Graduate Committee (Coordinator Committee) has the authority to approve / disapprove IS & Thesis topics & Advisors

3. Progress on MS Thesis must be presented and approved by the Graduate Committee before Thesis write up and final submission to Advisor.

4. Completed copy of the Thesis after approval by the Thesis Major Advisor must be submitted within 35 months of the date of first registration of degree so that the Thesis can be reviewed by other three Thesis Committee Members and oral defence scheduled within the three years maximum time limit.  Note that continuous registration of Thesis (3 credits minimum) is required. If the Thesis is not submitted within 35 months, then a F grade will be assigned.  Final Thesis submission must be made through SZABIST.

5. If the submitted final Thesis is found unsatisfactory by a majority (2 out of 3) Thesis Committee Members, then the student will re-register for 3 credits of Thesis for the following semester and resubmit the revised Thesis after approval by the Thesis Major Advisor.  A maximum of only one more revision after the first submission within the stipulated time frame is allowed.

6. If the resubmitted Thesis is still found unsatisfactory by a majority (2 out of 3) Thesis Committee Members, then an Unsatisfactory grade (C or F) will be assigned.

7. If the first submitted (or the revised) Thesis is found satisfactory by a majority (2 out of 3) Thesis Committee Members, then the oral defence will be scheduled by the next available and convenient date for the Committee Members and Major Advisor.

8. If the oral defence is found unsatisfactory by a majority (2 out of 3) Thesis Committee Members, then the student will re-register for 3 credits of Thesis for the following semester and resubmit the revised Thesis after approval by the Thesis Major Advisor within the stipulated time frame.  A maximum of only one more oral defence after first defence is allowed. 

9. If the second oral defence is still found unsatisfactory by a majority (2 out of 3) Thesis Committee Member, then an Unsatisfactory grade (C or F) will be assigned.

10. If the oral defence is found satisfactory by a majority (2 out of 3) Thesis Committee Members, then the candidate becomes eligible for the MS degree.

11. The student may opt at anytime to convert his / her MS (Thesis option) to MS (Course option) subject to approval of the Thesis Advisor and the Graduate Committee. 

12. A Thesis (or 2 Independent Studies) can be dropped within the first four weeks of registration (i.e. the beginning of regular semester).  Approval of the Major Advisor / Instructor is required.  A letter grade of W will be assigned and no fees will be refunded after four weeks of regular semester (a course can however be dropped before the eighth week or mid semester exams of regular semester with W grade and no refund in fees).  The student may then choose to re-register for two Independent Studies (or Thesis) during the following semester.

13. Two courses in lieu of Thesis can be completed for the MS (course option) Degree.  MS Comprehensive Exam must be passed for the MS course option degree.  The MS Comprehensive Exam is based on two Independent Study topics completed.  Six questions will be asked (three from each topic).  Passing grade is 72%.  A maximum of two attempts are allowed.

14. Plagiarized Reports, Independent Studies, Thesis and / or Dissertation will be awarded a F grade at the discretion of the Graduate Committee.

15. The PhD Dissertation will be sent to 2 foreign / international experts for review.

16. All Academic guidelines as given in the regular prospectus (BBA/BS/MBA/MCS) and student handbook are applicable to MS/PhD students.  The student is strongly advised to read these guidelines carefully especially those pertaining to grading policy, probation and dismissal, before applying for admission.

17. The decision of the Academic Council / Coordinators Committee is final in all matters.

Revised July 29, 2004

